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IN SEVEN vouUMEs. | 4 
WITH THE LIFE or THE AUTHOR; | 


Say, human Seraph] whence that charmingFforee, 

That flame, that ſoul, which animates each line, 

And how it runs with ſuch a graceful eaſe, 

2 Loaded with pondꝰrous lenſe we are here le” 

ID | When life its narrow round of years hath roll“ d,. 
What 't is employs the bleſs'd, what makes their dlits; 

Songs ſuch as WAT TS's are, ang Ipye like bl. GROVE, 


Sov'reign of Sacred Verſe ! aceopt the 
Of a young bard that daces attempt ay praiſe. | 
No vulgar themes thy pious Mae 45 5 
% No ſcenes of luſ pollute es: 
| Tou in majeftick numbers mount the ſkies, 
And meet deſcending angels a&yougiſ RL TS 
Whoſe zuſt applauſes charm ks er ea, 8 
And Addiſon thy tuneful ſong approves. - | 
Soft harmony and manly vigour join 


To form the beauties of each ſprightly line, 


| E DL N B U R G: F 
- AT THE + Ip Preſs, By Tus MARTIN s. 
Anno nts 
| | 18 2 i 
"Sp: a. hs 


For ev'ry grace of ev'ry Muſe is thine. -- BBITANNICUS. 
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POETICAL WORKS 


Is AA CWATTS, b. D. 
"YL ve; 
| CONTAINING HIS 
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Poems chiefly of the Lyriek kind, facred_. 
oy To DEVOTION. AND, PIETY, | 
II. TO VIRTUE, HONOUR, AND iner. 
III. 70 TAE MEMORY OFTHE DEAD. + 
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„„ IEP, — oe EY %%% Hs er ne — 


Ad dvgror KEV TEAOTEH. Qeov, ale &c area, 
TlAxa, (% oe abr) brad "Hpwag ahh 
Tye re Kr do 2 1778 . 1 


— Uri Ly, o 
Cealeftum cobibet, nec Polyhymnia Sy > 
Humanum refugit tenlere Barbi , 7. . Hor. od. 1. imitat. 
— — 5 
Hail, heaven · born Muſe | that wirn celefiial fame 
9 And high ſeraphick nu ur pt I" 
To gain thy native ſkies. ught cublime | 
And high fonornus words thouſwectty ſing'ſt 
. Tothy immortal lyre. Amazid we view © 
The towring height flupendous, while thou bana 
Above the reach of yulgar eyes Is 
_ Hymaingth” Eternal Father. 3 rang kx. 
Seraphick heights I ſeem to gain . 
And ſacred tranſborts feel · „ Pg oh 7's 
| Wnile WATTS! to thy celefthal nn ,.... REY 
+. -. Surprifdilifien fin, n 
The gliding fires their courſe forbear - E PINE: i 
When I thy lays repeat, . 
The bending foneſt lends an ear, 
ne. The birds thalnnociee forget. 
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Anno 1 782. | 
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art apes et — | 
memory of its birthplace as to be ce i lte v0 


and abuſed to much 


bs 
12 8 erve roo — 8 43! . 321} 


the ſousef Piety dee the tories 1 — WY 


David, — ali ene gen 


andthe flefleseg OG ah NG. 


geunxe eee eee : 
drought ſoinrectiol K 
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as the darkneſs of that diſpenſation would . and 
now and then a di vine and pobtick iapture lifted their 


ſouls far above the level of that economy of ſhadows 


bore them away far into u brighter region; and 


chem a glimpſe of evungelick day. The life of angels = 


wakarmoniouſlybreathed intothe ehilaremof R dani, 


andſthelr mĩihds raiſed near to he ven ia melody and 


-devotion at nẽỹ t aid e eee 
aon the younger days of Heath eniſti tlie Muſes wert 
dovotecbꝭ to the ſunie ſer vie i the language in which 
erg ebe, ere gage fl 20 m YEWS: 


com Wain 4 705 d AE Hun 0 botudg na 

„lich Mr 2 1 GO 27517 en lobt. abt 
mene — Nilo 410] 204 
* . Ye PO YEAR CHOt'as,! blo Sat 


'And he which 


purſues, 
© 1 coukd. beas-t0 tranſuribe ir che ade and ſonnd vf 


fo much Gre were notſtemifyipgteanice.reader/ 


i Bur ſome ofthe later posts of thaRogon work hve 


eee the writers of 
rank. in this.our, [5g mina Chabane 
Hhave,tg9 cheireternal ofthe 


5 — They have tel difkebed xeligion of 
All che ornamants of verſe; hut haveiamploy 


ed their 
Pens in-impious miſchief rodefarm hes native beauty 


| — ro chey have) expoſed hen malt 


to drollery, and dreſſed her up in 2 


mob vile and retour fornbe corn ofthe 


« K 
{++ b 


/ OO 


1 


ruder herd of mankind. The Vices have been painted 
like ſu many goddeſſes, the charmis of wit have been 
added todebauchery, andthe temptation heighrened 


re Nature needs che ſtrongeſt reſtraints. With 
ſweethefs of ſound and delicacies of expreflion they 
have givbm a reliſh to blaſphemies of the harſheſt kind; 
ee rant at their Maker in ſonorous naum- 
fancy theraſehves to have acted che heto 

Wel ela. 92 Ar . 7 3 Jin 1144 Tr 222 . 5 Agon 
Thus almoſt i in iba thee pul- 
pit eried © Reformation,” while che ſtage tant 
ous poems have waged open war wich the pionedefign 
of ehutch and ſtate.” The preſs uus ſpread the poiſon 
far und ſedttered wide the mor tal infection; unthink- 
ng — enticetl to in beyond the vietots | 
— cope gs into diſeaſes and 


178 55 i — 
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. . beauty, uti the Powered 

— — m n r n 

der; were given with — ne mould Be 
all raoged under the banner of the great malicious pr. 
2 rights of Heaveny dad eobring lit 
| deſtruetie * 
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| 1 PREIPEITOY 
_ Ghiets, and aghaſt before Ihe great Judgen when the 
blaod of many ſouls. whom they ne ver dae ſhall be 
laid to the charge of theinwritings,and-bedrradiully 
required at their hans: The re nerend Mr Qollier 
Has ſet this awful ſcene before! them in quſt and la- 
ming colours, If the applieation were ant toa tude 
and uncivil chat nable Lanza of my Lotd-Roſcans- 

mon on Hal. cxlviii. might be adareſſed to thema. 


Aud. Feger. gs eee a; Don 
+422 born ziꝗ 


D I 
ee EE Sa e 
Aug praiſe you Mpkeyayigh your. forkegtopgn(%1r1 001 2510 


„h profanatian and dehaſe mant of ſp dxine an 


ark has tempted ſome: weaken Chriftians:taiimagine 


[that poctry,and-vicgare/nearely,akin, or at lead that 


veßſe is fit.only to recommend triſira aud entertain 
our looſer hours, hut: it io too light and, Cxixial Ae 
thei to treat anꝝ thing thatois feriops;pud ſecred: 
9 — Giving ede knr 


ee eee, or u as hurch in 


| Ms: Sternhold.ingo,ain.far wor! 
ſtrange that baking the Bible bei hands 
mauld be ledawaꝝ bythoughtle wild 


mt bas e > 4 |: 2  aJjgaz' ** "FY —y 1 he war” Bonn fan was oO re — _ p—Y — A 


and raſh an opinion: let me entreat them not to 
datge thts: four nis cebtefious 'hnmour tes fat let 
the ſacted writers fall under the laſh of their unlimit- 
ed and unguarded reprbaches: let me entreat them 
to look into their Bihles, and remember the ſtyle and 
way of writing” that is ufe@Þby©the ancient prophets. 
Have they forgot or were they never told that many 
parts of The Old Teſtament are Hebrew verſe? und 
the figures are ſtronger, and the metaphors bolder; 
and the images more furpriſing and ſtrange: than ever 
I read in any profane writer. When Deborah ſings 
her praiſes to the Gd of Iſrael while he marched 
from the field of Edom, ſlie ſets the earth att em- 
© bling, the heavens drop; and the mountaĩim diſſlve, 
from before the Lord. They fought from heaver, 
«© the ſtars in their courſes foug hi againſt Siſera when 
the river of Kiſhan ſwept them atvay, that ancient 
5 yiver, the river Kiſſilon O myſoul, thou haſt trod 
*.dendown ſtrength, Fidp/vzlts's. Mhen Eliphaz 
in the bock of Job ſpeaks his ſenſe of thi holineſs-of 
God he introduces a machine in a viſion; . Fear came 
upon me; (trembling on all my bones, the hair of 
my fleſh ſtood up u ſpirit: paſſed by and ſtopc ſtill, 
*© bar its form was undiſcernible; an image beſore- 
irie eyes, and ſilence ? then I heard a voice ſuy- 
* ing; Shall mortal mum be more juſt thaw:God?” 
N Job iv When he deſcribesthe ſafery of the righ- 
teous he ** hides him ft om the ſcourge of the tongue, 


E. FAA 


| Ae ee e the field into league with bun, 
ie and makes the W into a covenant 
$.of peace, . Ae. When Jab ſpeaks of the 
gra ve how melancholy e ages that he ſpreads, 
over it l & It is a region tb which muſt ſortly go, 
tand whence I ſhall not return; it is a land of dark - 
ei neſs, it is darkneſs itſelf, the land of theiſhadow: of 
death; all confuſion and diſorder; and where the 
0 light is as darkneſa. Thia is my houſe, there have 
* I made my bed I have ſaid to Corruption, Thou 
art my father, and to the Worm, Thou art my mo- 
ther and my ſiſter 3 as ſhr my hope who ſhall: fee 
<-it I and my hope gu dow together to the hats of 
«. the pit, Fob l. a1. and xvii 13. When he hum» 
bles himſelf in complaininge before the almightineſs 
of God what contemptible and ſeeble images goth he 
uſe le Wilt thou break & leaf deiven to and fro? wilt 
t chou purſue the dry ſtubble? T conſume away like 
1 A ratten thing, Agerment cateb bythe math. Feb 
xiii 25. tc. Thou liſteſti me up to the wind; thou 
s eauſeſt me to rider upon it, ani diſſolyeſt my ſub- 
„ ſtance,” Fob xi 28. Can any man invent more 
deſpicable ideas to tepreſent the ſcaundrel herd ond 
refuſe of mankind thau thofe-which Jab uſes: 
Ax. and thereby he agęr vates his own farrows al 
eke to àmaaemeiſt :? They that are younger 
_ «than IL have mein lletiſiun, hoſe fathers I woul 


\ 
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* PREFACE. 4 . xt 
have difdainedtoluve ſer ik ibe doys of myflock ; 
for want and famine thły weredolitary; fleeing in- 7 
< to! the wildernefs:deſolate- and-waſte ; they cut up 
« mallowsby the buſhes, and juniper-roots for their 
meat: they were driven forth from among men; 
«(they;cried. after them as aſtera thief) to dwell in 
the cliffs of the vallies, in caves of the earth, and in | 
t rocks; among the buſhes they brayed, under the 
nettles they were gathered together; they were 
children of fook; ven, children of baſe men; they 
were viler than the earth and now am I their ſong, 
«« yea; I am their byword, M. How mournful and 
dejected is the language of his on ſorrows! Ter- 
« rours are turned upon him, they purſue his ſoul as 
the wind, and his welfare paſſes away as a cloud; 

© his bones are pierced within him, and his foul is 
© poured out; he goes mourning without the ſun, a 
brother to dragons, and a companion to owls; while 
© hisharpand organ are turned into the voĩce of them 
that weep.” L muſt tranferibe one half of this holy 
book if I would ſhow the grandeur, the variety, and 
the juſtneſs, of his ideas, or the pomp and beauiy of 
his expreiſion: I muſt copy out a good part of the writ» 
ings of David and Ifaiah if I would repreſent che poe · 
tical excellencies of their thoughts and ſtylej nor is 
the language of the leſſer prophets, ne _ 


paragraphs, much inferiour to theſe. 


"on while they paint human naturein its various 


N 1 . PREFACE. | 


forms al wirquraſidnces//ikabeinidefigning be fo juſt 
and noble, theirdiſpoſition ſo artſul, andtheircolour- 
ing ſo bright, beyonũ che moſt famed human writers, 
how much more muſt their defcriptic 


tons. of God and 
heaven exceed all that is poſſible tobe ſaid by a meaner 
tongue! When they ſpeak of the dwelling · place of 
God, he inhabits eternity, and ſits upon the throne 


. ef his holineſs, in the midſt. pf light inacceſſible. 


When his holineſs i is mentiened, the heavens are 
© nbt ;clean in his ſight, he charges his angels with 
<< folly;-he looks-tothe-moon-and it ſhineth not; and 
<,the ſtars are not pure before his eyes;cheis ajcalous 
God and a conſuming fite.” If weſpeak of ſtrength, 

< behold he is trong j he removes the mountains, and 


« they know it not, he overturns them in his anger; 


be ſhakes the earth from her place and her pillars 
< tremble; he makes a path through the mighty wa- 
« ters; hediſcoversthe foundations of the world ; the 


* pillars of heaven are aſtoniſhed at his reproof. And 
alter all theſe. are but a portion of his Ways; Thel, 


thunder of his power who can underſtand ?” His 


ſovereignty, his knowledge, and his wiſdom, are re- 
vealed; to us in language vaſtly ſuperiour to all theſ 


poeticab accounts of Heathen divinity. © Let the pot-| 
ſherds ſtrive with the potſherds of the earth; bu 
„ ſhall the clay ſay to him that faſhioneth it What 
i makeſt thou? He bids the heavens drop down from 
2 * above, and kt the ſkies pour down rightcouſueſ4* 
2 
| . 


63 
acre 
batio 

nit 
ſome 
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© He commands the ſunt and it 'rifeth not; and he 


* ſealeth up the ſtars. It is he that faith to the deep 

* Be dry, and he drieth up the rivers.” Wo to them 

« that ſeek deep to hide their counſel from the Lord; 

© his eyes are upon all their ways; he underſtands - 
< their thoughts afar off; hell is naked before him; 
« and deſtruction hath ho covering; he calls out all 

the ſtars by their names; he fruſtrateth the tokens 
ee of the liars, and makes the diviners mad; he turns 
« wiſe men backward, and their knowledge becomes 
«< fooliſh.” His tranſcendent eminenee above allthings 
is moſt nobly repreſented when he . fits upon the 
« circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are 
*« as graſhoppers; all nations before Him are as the 
« drop of a bucket, and as the fmall duſt of the bas 


| © lance; he takes up the iſles as a very little thing ; 


Lebanon, with all her beaſts, is not ſufficient for 2 
hy facrifice to this God, nor are all her trees ſufficient 


for the burning. This God, before whom the whole 
J“ creation is as nothing, yea, leſs than nothing, and 
{hs © Es To which of all the Heathen godsthen wilt 


&© ye compare me; ſaith the Lord, and what ſtall I be 
6 likened to?” And to whichof allthe Heathen poets : 
1 we liken or compare this glorious orator, the . 


Ifacred defcriber of the Godhead? The orators of all 
{tations areas nothing before him, and their words ars 


ranity and emptineſs. Let us turn our eyes now to 
ſome of the holy writings, where God i is OR tho 
PF elume V. "Mp 
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world: how meanly do the beſt of the Gentiles talk 
and trifle upon this ſubject when brought into coni- 
pariſon with Moſes, whom Longinus himſelf, a Gen- 
tile critick, cites as a maſter of the ſublime ſtyle when 
he choſe to uſc it! And the Lord ſaid, Let there be 
< light, and there was light; let there be clouds and 
© ſeas, ſun and ſtars, plants and animals, and behold 
they are.” He commanded, andtheyappearandobey. 


it By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, 
Mi c and all the hoſt of them by the breath of his mouth.“ 
Jill Thisis working like a God, with infiniteeaſe and om- 


1 nipotence. His wonders of providence for the terrour 


{ and ruin of his adverſaries, and for the ſuccour of his 

8 | ſaints, is ſet before our eyes in the Scripture with 
110 equal magnificence, and as becomes Divinity. Wben Ml * 
| 0 he ariſes out of his place the earth trembles, the 
Al “foundations of the hills are ſhaken becauſe he is 
# i _ **wroth; theregoesa ſmoke up out of his noſtrils, and 
71.188 te fire out of his mouth devoureth, coals are kindled by 
17 &© it, He bow the heavens and comes down, and dark·-· © 
f | ei neſsis under his feet. The mountains melt like wax, 
. iſ and flow dow at his preſence.“ If Virgil, Homer, or 8 
i Pindar, were to prepare an equipage for a deſcend- iſ u 


ing god they might uſe thunder and lightnings too, i a! 
and clouds and fire, to form a chariot and horſes for 01 
the battle or the triumph; but there is none of them i is 
provides him a flight of cherubs inſtead of horſes, or il to 
feats him in cbariets of ſalvation. David beholds him iſ in 
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riding ! upon the heaven of heavens by his name 
Jah? he Was mounted upon a cherub, and did fly; 
* he flew on wings of the wind: and Habakkuk 
1 ſends the peſtilenee before him. Homer keeps a 
mighty ſtir with his Neprayepele Z tus, and Heſiod 
with his Zeur dib pe rne. Jupiter that raiſes up the 
clouds, and that makes a noiſe or thunders on high. 
But a divine poet makes the . clouds but the duſt of 
« his feet; and when the Higheſt gives his voice into 
ze the heavens hailſtones and coals of fire follow.“ 
A divine poet ©* difcovers the channels of the waters, 
« and lays open the founqations of nature; at thy re- 
* buke, O Lord, at the blaſt of the breath of thy no · 
* ftrils. When the Holy, One alighted upon Mount 
* Sinai his glory covered the heavens; he ſtood and 
© meaſured the earth; he beheld and dre ve aſunder 
« the nations, and the everlaſting mountains were 
ie ſcattered; the perpetual hills did bow; his ways are 
« everlaſting;” Then the prophet ſaw ** the'tents of 
© Cuſhan'in affliction, and the curtains of the land of 
« Midian did tremble,” Hab. iii. Nor did the bleſſed 
Spirit which animated theſe writers forbid them the 


uſe of viſions, dreams, the opening of leenes dreadful 


and delightful; and the introduction df machines up- 
on great occaſions: the divine licence in this reſpect 
is admirable and ſurpriſing, and the images are often 
too bold and dangerous for an uninſpired writer to 
imitate. Mr Dennis has made a noble eſſay to diſ- 
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cover hau much ſuperiour is inſpired. poely to the 


brighteſt and beſt deſcriptions of a mortal pen: per- 
Haps if his propoſal of criticiſm had been encouraged 
and purſued the nation might have learnt more value 
for the word of God, and the wits of the age might 
have been ſecured ſrom the danger of deiſm, white 


they muſt have been forced to confeſs at leaſt the di- 


vinity of all the poctical books of Seripture when they 
ſee: a genius running through them more than human. 

Who is there now will dare to. aſſert that the doc- 
trines of our holy faith will not indulge or endufe a 
delightful 4 n eee n. ? A us 


| hi WP 


pe in foy Gun Cretien les ee en n 
pb ornemens ega pen ne ſont point daten, PORTS 


Bot the French eritick f, in his :. Reflections upon 
4 Eloquence, tells us that the majeſty of our reli- 
gion, the holineſs of its laws, the purity of its mo- 


* rals, the height of its myſteries, and the importance 
of every ſubjeR that belongs to it, requires a gran- 


** deur, a noblenefs, a majeſty, and elevation of yle, 
** ſnited to the theme; ſparkling images/and magni- 
** ficent expreſſions. muſt be uſed, and are beſt bor- 


e gowed from Scripture. Let the preacher that aims 
l ateloqueneereadthe Prophets inceſſancly, for their 


* writings are n abundant ſource of. all the riches 
i and mm ſpeech,” Aude in my opinion 
. Wanne e eee, 1.262; 
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er in the ee of my ſtudies with regard a. 
vinity I have teaſon to repent of nothing more than 
that l have not peruſed the Bible with more frequency, 
ſo if l were to fet up for a poet with a deſign to ex- 
ceed all the modern writers I would follow the ad- 
vice of Rapin, and read the Prophets night and day. 
I am ſure the compoſures of the following book would 
have been filled with much greater ſenſe, and appear 
ed with much more agreeable ornaments, had I 8 
rived a larger portion from the Holy Scriptures. 

Beſides, we may fetch a further anſwer to Mon. 
Boileau's objection from other poets of his on coun- 
try. What a noble uſe have Racine and Corneille 
made of Chriſtian ſubjects in ſome of their beſt trage · 
dies! what a variety of divine ſcenes art diſplayed 
and pious paſſions awakened in thoſe poems! The 
martyrdom of Polyeucte how doth it reign over our 
love and pity, and at the ſame time animate our zeal 
and de votion! May 1 here be permitted the liberty to 
return my thanks to that fair and ingenious hand * 
that directed me to ſuch entertainments in a foreign 
language, which I bad long wiſhed for and ſought in 
vain in our own: yet muſt confeſs that the Davideis 
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in karraer⸗ 


and the tro Arthurs have ſq far -anfoered Boileau's 
objection i in Engliſh, as that the obfiaciesof atrempt- 
ing Chriſtian poeſy are broken down, and the vain 
pretence of its being ator ae „ berge y 
confuted . i 19 07 ER 2 w 23 27 

It is true indeod the Chriſtian: pan not 
ſuch need of gay trappings as beautified or rather 
compoſed the Heathen ſuperſtition; hut this ill 


makes for the greater eaſe and ſurer ſucceſs of the 


poet. The wonders of our religion; in a plain narra- 
tion anda ſimple dreſs, have a native grandeur, a dig- 
nity and a heauty, in them, though they do not utter- 
ly diſdain all methods of ornament. The Bock of the 
Revelations ſeems to be a prophecy in the form of an 
opera or a dramatick poem, here divine art illu- 
rates the ſubject with many charmiog glories: but 
ſtill it muſt be acknowledged that the naked themes 
of Chriſtianity have ſomething brighter and bolder in 
them, ſomething more ſurptiſing and celeſtial, than 
all the adventures of gods and heroes, all the dazzling 
images of falſe luſtre that form and garniſh a Heathen 
ſong. Here the very argument would give wonder- 
ut aids to the Muſe, and the anke theme would 


14 Sie Richard Blackmore, in life admirable preface to hjs laſt 
poem entitled Alfred; has more copiouſly refuted all Boileau's 
arguments on this ſubject, and thatwith greatjuſtict and ele- 

gance, 1223. Iam perſuaded that many perſons who deſpiſe 
yo poem would Can the e 

ce. 


open of that pre- 


ve 
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when: the Muſe nods the ſenſe would: Menoodipmkts 
upon the reader, and keep him ſeelingly awake. 

Wich how much left toil and expenſe might a Dry- 
den, an Otway, a Congreve, or a Dennis, furniſh out 
a Chriſtian poem than a modern play? There is no- 
thing amongſt all the ancienr ſables or later roman- 
ces that have two ſuch extremes united in them. as 
the Eternal God becoming an infant of days; the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of the palace of heaven laid to ſleep inamanger; 
the holy Jeſus, who knew no ſin, bearing the ſins of 
men in his body on the tree; agonies of forrow load- 
ing the ſoul of him who was God over all, bleſſed for 
ever l and the Sovereign of life ſtretching his arms on 
a croſs, bleeding and expiring; The heaven and the 
hell ip our divinity are infinitely more delightful and 
dreadful than thechildiſh figmentsof a dog with three 
heads, the buckets of the Belides, the Furies with ſnaky 
hairs, or all the flowry ſtories of Elyſium. And if we 
ſurvey the one as themes divinely true, and the other 
as a medley of fooleries hich e can! never believe, 
the advantage for touching:the ſprings of paſſion will 
fall inſinitely on the fide af the Chriſtian poet: our 
wonder and our love, our pity, delight, and ſorrow, 


with the long train of hopes and fears, muſt needs be 


under the command of an harmonious pen, whoſe 
every; line makes a part of thereader 923 0 andthe 


— death of his ſoul, . 7 213 Dy: 


* Tf the trifling and incredible tales that ſurniſh out 
a tragedy are ſo armed by Wit and Fancy as to beeome 
ſovereign of the rational powers, to triumph over all 
the affections, and manage our ſmiles and our tears at 
pleaſure, how wondrous a conqueſt might be obtained 
over a wild world, and reduce it at leaſt to ſobriety, 
if the ſame happy talent were employed in dreſſing the 
ſcenes of religion in their proper figures of majeſty, 
ſweetneſs, and terrour!thewondersof creating power, 
of redeeming love and renewing grace, ought not to 
be thus impiouſly neglected by thoſe whom Heaven 
has endued with a giſt ſo proper to adorn and cultivate 
them; an art whoſe ſweet inſinuations might almoſt 
convey piety in reſiſting nature, and melt the hardeſt 
ſouls to the love of virtue. The affairs of this life, with 
their reference to a life to come, would ſhine bright 
in a dramatick deſeription; nor is there any need or 
any teaſon why we ſhould always borrow the plan or 
hiſtory from the ancient Jews or primitive martyrs, 
though ſeveral of theſe would furniſh out noble ma- 
terials for this ſort of poeſy; but modern ſcenes would 
be better underſtood by moſt readers, and the appli- 
cation would be much more eaſy. The anguifh'of in- 
ward guilt; the ſecret ſtings andracks and ſcourges of 
- <onfcience; the ſweet retiring hours and ſeraphical . 
Joys of devotion, the victoryof a reſolved ſoul over a 
thouſand temptations, the inimitable love and paſſion 
of a dying God, the awful glories of the laſt tribunal, 
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he granddeciſiveſentence, fromwhichaherei is no ap- 
peal, and the conſequent tranſports or horrours of the 
wo eternal worlds, theſe things may be yariouſly diſ- 
poſed, and form many poems. How might ſuch per- 
ormances.under.a divine bleſſing call back the dying 
piety. of the nation to life and beauty? This would 
make religion appear like itſelf, and confound the 
blaſphemies 1 a ma world, ignorant of Pioue | 
pleaſures. ; - EA Lai 47. 2201 10939304 inven foo 4tork 
- But 2 reaſon to fearthat the tunefyl wen of 
our day have not raiſed their ambition to ſo divine a 
pitch; 1 ſhould rejoice to ſee more of this celeſtial fire 
kindling within them, for the flaſhes that break out 
in ſome preſent and paſt writings betray an infernal 
ſource, This the incomparable Mr, Cawley, in the 
latter end of his preface, and the ingenibus Sir Ri- 
chard Blackmore in the beginning of his, have ſo pa- 
thetically deſeribed and lamented that I rather refer | 
the reader ta mourn with them than detain and tire 
him here. Theſe gentlemen, in their large and la- 
boured works of poeſy, have given the world happy 
examples af what they wiſh and encourage in prole, 
the one in à rich variety ofthought and faucy, the other 
ef in all the ſhining colours of profuſe anil florid diction. 

If ſhorter ſonnets were compoſed on ſublime ſub- 


ical 
. jeQs, ſuch as the Pſalms of David, land the holy tranſ- 
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on Ports interſperſed i in the other ſacred writings, or 


nal, ſuch as the moral Odes of Horace and the ancient 
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would find Wahn ud from the Waage his defgn 


to diffuſe virtue and allure ſouls to God. if che heart | 


were firſt inflamed from Heaven, andthe Muſe were 
not left alone to form the devotion and purſue a cold 
ſcent; but only called in as an aſſiſtant to the worthip, 
then the ſong would end where the inſpiration ceaſes, 
the whole compoſure would be of a piece, all meridian 
light and meridian fervour, and the ſame pious flame 
would be propagated and kept glowing in the heart 
of him that reads. Some of the ſhorter Odes of the 
two poets now mentioned, and a few of the Reverend 
Mr. Norris's Eſſays in Verſe, are convincing ne 
ve the ſucceſs of this propoſal. 
it is my opinion alſo that the free and bhconfned 
| nba Pindar, or the noble meaſures of Milton 
without rhyme, would beſt maintain the dignity of 
the theme; as well as give a looſe to the devout ſou}, 
nor check the rapturesof her faith and love. Though 
in my feeble attempts of this kind I have too often 
fiettered my thoughts in the narrow metre of our old 
pfalm tranſlators, I have not contracted and cramped 
"the ſenſe, or rendered it obſcure and an by 50 
rr 0h regular returns of rhyme 
l my friends expect any reaſon of the Auen 
e en and of the firſt or ſecond pablicmion, 1 
"entrent thew't to o accept of 1. account. 1 
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- The title DO. pheſyivnttthe buſineſs 
of my life; and if I ſeized thoſe hours of leiſure 
wherein my foul was in a more ſprightly frame to en- 
tertain them or myſelf with a divine or . wg ; 
1 hope: 1 hall find an eaſy Pardon. e | 
In the Firſt-Book art may odes Wb pech waive 
ten to aſſiſt the meditations and worſhip of vulgar 
Chriſtians, and with a deſign to be publiſhed in the 
volume of Hymns which I have now paſſed a ſecond 
impreſſion; but upon the review I, found ſome ex=, 
preſnonsthat Mere not ſuited to the plaineſt capacity, 

aphoExare too bold to pleaſe the weaker 
elbe have allotted them a place here. 

Amongſt che Songs that are dedicated to Divine 
Ei; Ithink Imay be bold to. aſſert that Inever com- 
poſed one line of them with any other deſign than 
what they are applied to here; and I have endeavoured 
to ſecure them all from being per verted and debaſed 
to wanton paſſions by ſeveral lines in them that can 
never be applied to a meaner love. Are not the no- 
bleſt inſtances of the grace of Chriſt repreſented un- 
der the figure of a conjugal ſtate, and deſcribed in one 
of the ſweeteſt odes and the ſofteſt paſtoral that ever 
was written? 1 appeal to Solomon * in his Song, and 
his father David, in ?/alm xly/if David was the au- 
thor; and Tam well aſſured that I have never indul- | 


_ © Solomon's Song was much more in uſe amongſt preachers 


and writers of divinity when theſe poems were written than 
it is Fs 1736. 8 
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facred writers too nearly i in ſo nice an affair. 


- The Pochis facred to virtue, l, were ns 


when the frame and humour of my ſoul was juſt ſuit- 
ed to the ſubject of my verſe: the image of my heart 
is painted in them; and if they meet with a reader 
whoſe ſoul is akin to mine perhaps they may agree 

ably entertain him. The dulnefs of the fancy and 
coarfeneſs of expreſſion will diſappear; the ſamenefs 
of the humour will create a pleaſure, and inſenſibly 
overcome and conceal the defects of the Mule. Young 
gentlemen and ladies whoſe genius and education 


have given them a reliſh of oratory and verſe may 


be tempted to ſeek ſatisfaction among the dangerous 
diverſions of the ſtage; and impure ſonnets, if there 
be no provifion of a fafer kind made to pleaſe them. 
While I have attempted to gratify innocent fancy in 
this reſpe& I have not forgotten to allure the heart 
to virtue, and to raiſe it to a diſdain of brutal plea- 
fures. The frequent interpoſition of a devout thought 
may awaken the mind to a ſetious ſenſe of God, re- 
gion, and eternity. The ſame duty that might he 
defpiſed ins ſermon when propoſec t their reaſon, 
ere perhaps ſeize the lower faculties with ſur- 
priſe, delight, and devotion, at once, and thus by de- 
grees draw the ſuperiour powers of the mind to piety. 


Amongſt the infinite numbers of mankind there is 


„rr TY | | av 
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tat erh Mens in their outward ſhape and fen 
tures than in their temper and in ward inclination} 
Some are more eaſily ſuſceptive of religion in a grave 
diſcourſe and ſedate reaſoning; ſome are beſt mw” 
ed from fin: and ruin by terrour, threatenin g, and 

amazement; their fear is the propereſt paſſion to 
which we can addreſsourſelves, and begin the divine 
work others can feel no motive ſo powerful as that 
which applies itſelf to their-i ingenuity and their po- 
liſted imagination. Now I thought it lawfol to take 
hold'of any handle of the ſoul to lead it away betimes 
from vicious pleafures; and if I could but make up a \ 
compoſition of virtue and delight fuited to the taſte 
of wellbred youth and a refined education, I had ſome 
hope to allure and raiſe them thereby above the vile 
temptations of degenerate nature, and cuſtom, that 
is yet more degenerate. When I have felt a flight in- 
clinatio to ſatire or burleſque 1 thought it proper to 
ſuppreſs it. The grinning and the growling Muſe are 
not hard to be obtained, but I weuld diſdain their 
aſſiſtance where a manly invitation to virtue and a 
friendly ſmile may be ſucceſsfully employed. Could 
[ perſuade any man by a kinder method 1 ſhould 


never think it proper to ſcold or laugh at him. 


Perhaps there are ſome moroſe readers that ſtand 


ready to condemn every line that is written upon the 


theme of Love; but have we not the cares and the 
 Folime V. | ce 
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genius promote the ſame ſervice that I propoſed, and 
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felicities of that ſort of ſocial life repreſented to vs in 
the Sacred Writings: ? Some expreſſions are there uſed 


with a deſign to give a mortifying influence to our 


ſofteſt affections, others again brighten the character 
of that ſtate, and allure virtuous ſouls to purſue the 
divine advantage of it, the mutual aſſiſtance in the 
way to ſalvation. Are not the exxviith and caxviiith 
Pſalms indited on this very ſubjeR ? ſhall it be lawful 


for the preſs and the pulpit to treat of it with a be- 


coming ſolemnity in proſe, and muſt the mention of 
the ſame thing in poeſy be pronounced for ever un- 
lawful? Is it utterly unworthy of a ſerious character 
to write on this argument becauſe it has been unhap- 
pily polluted by ſome ſcutrilous pens? Why may I 
not be permitted to obviate a common and a grow- 
ing miſchief, while a thouſand vile poems of the amo- 
rous kind ſwarm abroad, and give a vicious taint to 
the unwary reader? I would tell the world that I have 
endeavoured to recover this argument out of the 
hands of impure writers, and to meke it appear that 
virtue and love are not ſuch ſtrangers as they are re- 
preſented. The bliſsful intimacy of ſouls in that ſtate 
wil! afford ſufficient furniture for the graveſt enter- 
tainment.in verſc, ſo that it need not be everlaſting- 
ly drefſed up in ridicule, nor aſſumed only to furniſh 
out the loud ſonnets of the times. May ſome happier 
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ſweeter found fender what L 


have written contemptible and uſeleſs! ONT 


The imitations of that nobleſt Latin Wet of mol 
dern ages, Caſimire Sarbiewſki of Poland, would 
need no eteuſe did they but ariſe to the beauty of the 
original. I Have often taken the freedom to add ten 
or twenty lines, or to leave out as many, that might 
ſuit my Song more to my on deſign, or becauſe 1 
ſaw'it impoſſible to preſent the force, the "fineneſs, 
and the fire, of His ; expreſſion in our language: There 
are à few copies wherein I borrowed fore hints from 
the fame author without che mention of His name In 
the title, Methinks I can allow ſo ſuperiour a 
now and then to be laviſh in his i imagination, and to 
indulge ſome excutſions beyond the limits of ſedate 
judgment: the riches and glory of his verſe" make 
atonement in abundante. T with ſome Engliſh pen 
would i import more of his treaſures and bleſs our na- 
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beet elbe to kate friends: are warrar 
and defended by the practice of almoſt all the Lyrick 
writers: "they frequently convey the rigid rules of 
morality to the mind in the ſofter method of applauſe. 
guſtained by their example à man will not*afily be 
overwhelmed by the heavieſt cenfures of tlie ufithink- 
ing and unknowing, eſpecially when there ie a ſha 
ao of this e u de dine Pfalmiſt, while he 
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inſcribet to Aſaph or Jedurhun his ſongs that were a 
made for the harp, or (which is all one) his Lyrick 
1 45 though they are addreſſed to God himſelf- N 
In the Poems of heroick meaſure I have attempted ; 
in rhyme the ſame variety of cadence, comma, and 1 
period, which blank verſe glories in as its peculiar e- ; 
legance and ornament. It degrades the excellency of 8 
the beſt yerſification hen the lines run on by coup- © 
lets, twenty together, juſt. in the ſame pace and with t 
the ſame pauſes: it ſpoils the nobleſt pleaſure of the * 
ſaund : the reader is tired with the tediousuniformi- MW * 
ty,.or charmed to ſſeep with the unmanly ſoſtneſs of i 7 
— aumhers and deep e of ene ca- n 
nces. — er , "Ie F 

: In; the Eflays. withous, RBbymeJ bios not I let up il © 

| Nikon for a perfect pattern, thongh he ſhall be ſor I * 
Ever honoured as our deliverer from the bondage. fa 
af 
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His works contain admirable! and unegnalled inſtan· 
ces of bright and beautiful dition, as well as majeſty 
Ang, nels.of thopght» There are ſeveral epiſodes 
| in hisJongerworksthasſtandinſupreme dignity with» 
dont rival; yet all chat vaſtiraverente with which [ 
read hi: Paradiſe L oſt eannot perſvade me to be chorm- 
ed with every page of it. The length of his periods, 
andi ſametimes of his parentheſes; runs me out of 3% 
breath: ſome of his numbers ſeem too harſh and un- 
caſy I could never believe that roughneſs and obſcuꝛs | - 
rity added any hing to the true grandeurof a poem; 


reer, "it 


nor will Te ver affect arehaiſm, exoticiſms and a guaipt 


uncouthneſs of ſpeech, in order to become perfectly 
Miltonian. It is my opinion that blank verſe may be 
written with all due elevation of thought in xm6derh 
iyle, without borrowing any thing Fron 

Tales, or running back as far as the days of Colin the 
Shepherd and the reign of the Fairy Queen 'The 
oddneſs of an antique ſound gives but a falls pleafure ; 
to the ear, and abuftz tho'erus rehm event enen t 
nen eee ingenivully 
laughs at one of them that was pleaſed, evert to aſto- 
piſhment, with obſolete words and figures} 10 99 
2 p4 31471! Attonitocdue lebe teridifeugifor,97 r ren 
So the ill drawn poſlures and diſtortions of ſhapothar 
we. meet with in Chineſe pictures char m ieh 
fancy hy their very awkwardueſs ; ſo a: diſteripered | 
eee coals. and fand and produ- 
guſtſul 52514 el 43 014” "ll Ine Fo and} od art 
"ac Bhoitceits L have g 'confortiedvmy 
linest6 the ſhorter ſize. bf the Kneients; Pere 
to imitatethe exceſſi ve lengthato dhichſ dmema 
writer have ſtretched their ſentences, ande 923 i 
the concluding verſe. in theſe the ear ig chr 
judge; nor was it made to he enſlaved te ee 

mods) afiejder. or later times 90 Gen a 
Aſter all I muſt petition thy feader to lay ade the 
— air of criticiſm, and to N 
C ij 
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friend-:. Let him chuſe ſuch copies IT! 
Japhoury when the semper ſhivmindis wist un be 
ang inlet him come: with aeſire to be entartained 
and pleaſed, ratber than toes his on diſguſt and 
avetſion which will not he hard to find. I am not ſa 
vim t think there are nofaults, nor ſo blind ss to 
ny none, zhe' I hope the multitude of; alterations 
inthis ſecond edition, are. nat without amendment. 
Therg, ie ſo lange a difference, between this and the 
formers ngeohtitles, lines, and wholgpatms, 
an Mell as in the yariquesranſpoſitions, that jtwould 
beuſeleſs-and endleſs, and all confuſlon, ſor any reader 
to compare them chraughont. The additions alſa 
make up almoſt, halkthebook, and ſome oftheſc have 
ned ofs many aeration aß the format. [Many a 
Uns needa the. file to ppliſh che roughnels aß tg and 
pany a thought wants richet Janguage to adarn and 
wake itiſhine. Wide: defect and equal ſuperſluities 
may be found, eſpecially in the larger pieceaꝭ hut 
Nav at nſent ntither inctinition nor leifurr to cor- 
rente and i hope I never ſhall. it ãs one of ale biggeſt 
Aatisſactians I takein ginigg ibis volume tathe world; 
chatzbgrprct ta her fon cv rev ſuom the temptation 
Aamahing or mend in „ ſd that my 
SSA Mes MA did 0 3 38h 
Will. Wis hors note of Horade cut man: Res reüſted 
don the 7th. * e e 36: 
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ſriends maybe perſectlyſecure againſtthisimpreſſion a 
growing waſte upon their hands, and uſeleſs asthe ſor- 
mer has done. Let minds that are better furniſhed for 
ſuch-performancespurſuetheſe ſtudies, if they are con- 
vinced that poeſy can be made ſerviceable to religion 
and virtue; as for myſelf. Ialmoſt bluſſi ta think that 
have read ſo little and written ſo much. The fol- 
low ing years of my life ſhall be more entireiy devoted 
to the immediate and direct labours of my ſtation, ex- 
cepting thoſe hours that may be employed in finiſhing 
my Imitation of the Pſalms of Davidin Chriſtian lan- 
guage, which I haye now promiſed the world. 

I cannot court the world to purchaſe this book. for 
their pleaſure or entertainment, by telling them that 
any one copy entirely pleaſes me; the beſt of them 
ſinks below the idea which I form of a divine or mo- 
ral ode. He that deals in the myſteries of Heaven or 
of the Muſes ſhould be a genius of no vulgar mould; 
and as the name Yates belongs to both, ſo the furni- 
ture of both is compriſed i in that line of Horace, 


— 


Cui mens divinior, atque og / 
Magna ſonaturum“ WE 


But what Juvenal ſpake in his age abides true in 
ours; a complete poet or a prophet is ſuch a one, 
'  — Qualem nequeo monſtrare, et ſentio tantum.“ 
Perhaps neither of theſe characters in perfection 
ſhall ever be ſeen on earth till the ſeventh angel hag 


in the year 1719 theſe were finithed and printed. 
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' RECOMMENDATO! RY POEMS, 
| ADDR ESSED'TO ME. WATTS.  ' 1 2 

On reading Dr. Patt. poems facted topitty and 4 | of: 01 
Recazy the man who in ſeraphick las 
And flowing numbers fings his Maker's p1 | 
He needs invoke no fabled Muſe's art. 
The heav'nly ſong comes genuine from. his heart, 
From that pure heart which God has deign dt t; inſpire 
With holy raptures and a facred fe. .6 
Thrice happy man! whoſe ſoul and allen breaſt 
Are well prepar'd to lodge th' almighty Gueſt! 

'Tis he that lends thy tow'ring thoughts their wing, 
And tunes thy lyre hen thou amp ſt ta fing 1 
He to thy ſoul lets in celeſtial dag ² 
Ev'n whilſt impriſon'd i in this mortal dab. Op ee 
By Death's grim aſpe@ thou art not alarm 'd; - 1 
He for thy ſake has Death itſelf diſarm dt a 7 
Nor ſhall the grave Oer thee à vict'vy eeuc, 

Her triumph i in thy riſing ſhall be loſt, 43 N 

When thou ſhalt join th'- angelick choirs Hind * 

In never · ending longs of FRE! and v hon T9 1:1 158 
e undder _ 4 


— to devotion. \. 1 


a 1 8 1 S - 
To Wire eg ſtreams in bender ku ng . x 


TTY: 15177892502 


My penſive Muſe no in ore * 8 
Of Love's enchanting force conplats | = 70 


211917 


0 * 


To Dr. Watts on bis. : 


Along the te flow' ry ſhore, © e at cnn 


3 eee POEMS, 


No more Mea tact 8 A 
My quiet breaſt alarms, r 
His eyes, his air, and Tomato grace, 
Have loſt their uſual charms, 1 Ae 
8 
No gay Alexis in the grove” 
Shall be my futdre theme; 7 085 
1buri with an immortal love, 
And Ling a pure flame. 3 Nl He = 
A 
| Seraphick Heights I ſeem'to _ 
And ſacred tranſports feel 
While Watts! to thy r brain 
'Borpels'd T liſten an e ene 
&T 7 a GRP | ; 
The hiding hm their coutle fotbear 
When I thy lays repeat, 
The bending foreſt lends an AY 
The birds een largets!: is ils et tHe 
| \ | VE. RET 
With ch a . => cog 
Thy numbers ſtill prolong, 
And let remoteſt lands _ 5 
And echo to thy ſong 
VII. 
Far as the diſtant regions „ 0 af rriay 
The beauteous morning ſprings, r 
And ſcatters odours thro' e Ge aus? 
From her reſplendent wings; 
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1 AVI. hr e th. 
nto os cee realms which be 1 

he latter ſun ariſe, Aer e 5 1 
bes wh eee e | abr, | 
Rolls down the hes ſkies. - 


July 17s. ee te. | putLOMELA, 


So opted 7 


— 1 W 


"To 0 Dr. vue on relay 15 Here ue. 


Hair, 7 — ben Muſg!. that with celefiial fame 
And high ſeraphick numbers durſt attempt; - 
o gain thy native ſkies. No common 2 4 
erits thy thought, ſelf conſcious of a ſoul * 
upcriour, tho! on earth detain d a while. n 3 
ike ſome propitious angel that's nn | 
A reſident in this inferiour orb . 
ro guide the wand' ring ſouls to Fane bliſs. 
hou ſeem'ſt; while thou their everlaſting fongs 
aſt ſung to mortal ears, and down to earth. 10 
Transferr'd the work of Heav'n; with 8 ſu- 
\nd high ſonorous words thou ſweetly ang g lblime 
ro thy immortal lyre. Amaz'd we view _ + 
The tow'ring height ſtupendous, while thou foar l 
Above the reach of vulgar eyes or thought, 15 
ymning th' Eternal Father; as of old, 
hen firſt th' Almighty from the dark abyſs 21 3 
Df everlaſting night and ſilence call'd. 
Fhe ſhining worlds with one creating word, 
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And with external glories fil che void. * 


And fill'd with bliſsful bymns terreſtrial 
The Paradiſe of God, where all delights 1 


Forbidding death and ſorrow, and beſtow'd 


26 xxo ron bens. 
And rais'd from nothing un the heav 'nly hoſts, 


Harmonious ſeraphs tun'd their golden har 

And with their cheerful halletujahs bleſs'd 

The bounteous Author of their happineſs; ” 

From orb to orb th' alternate muſick . 1 0. -25 

And from the cryſtal arches of the fky 

Reach'd our then glorious world, the native ſeat 

Of the firſt happy pair, who join'd their fangs 

To the loud echoes of th augelick choirs, 
eav'n, 30 


Abouided, and the pure ambroſial air 
Fann'd by mild Zephirsbreath'd eternal deere 


Freſh heav'nly bloom and gay immortal youth.” 3 5 
Not ſo, alas! the vile apoſtate race, 

Who in mad joys their brutal hours employ d, 

Aſſaulting with their impious blaſphemies 

The Power ſupreme that gave them life and breath; 


Incarnate fiends! outrageous, they defy d * off W 
Th' Eternal's thunder, and Almighty wrath Te 
Fearleſs provok'd, which all the other devils At 
Would dread to meet; rememb'ring well the day Le 

| When, driv'n from pure immortal ſeats above, MK 
A fiery tempeſt hurl'd em down the fries, 4 To 
And hung upon the rear, urgivg their fall WI 
To the dark, deep, unfathomable, gulf, An 

| a 


Gy 30 


zath; 


RECOMMENDATORY POEMS, 37 

Where bound on ſulph'rous lakes to glowing rocks 

With adamantine chains they wail their woes, 

And know Jehovah great as well as good, 50 

And fix'd for ever by eternal Fate 

With horrour find his arm omnipotent. | 
Prodigious madneſs! that the ſacred Muſe, 

Firſt taught in heav'n to mount immortal heights, 

And trace the boundleſs glories of the ſky, 55 

Should now to ev'ry idol bafely bow | 

And curſethe Deity ſhe once ador d, 

Erecting trophies to each ſordid vice, 

And celebrating the infernal praiſe ; 

Of haughty Lucifer, the deſp'rate foe +408 

Of God and man, and winning ev'ry hour 

New votaries to hell, while all the fiends 


Hear theſe accurſed lays, and thus outdone 


Raging they try to match the human race, 

Redoubling all their hellifk blaſphemies, 65 

And with loud curſes rend the gloomy vault. 
Ungrateful mortals! ah! too late you Il find 

What *t is to banter Heav'n and laugh at hell, 

To dreſs up vice in falſe deluſive charms, | 

And with gay colours paint her hideous face, 70 

Leading beſotted ſouls thro' flow ry paths 

kn gaudy dreams and vain fantaitick joys 

To diſmal ſcenes of everlaſting wo, 

When the great Judge ſhall rear his awful throne, 

And raging flames ſurround the trembling globe, 75 

Volume V. D 


38 EECOMMENDATORY POEMS. 


While the loud thunders roar.from pol to pole, 

And the laſt trump awakes the fleepipg dead, 

And guilty ſouls to-ghaſtly bodies driv n, 

Within thoſe dire eternal prifons W 

Expect their ſad incxorable doom. 80 

Say now, ye Men of wit! what turn 8 

Wrede eee 

Ev'n to youtfelyes will your lewd flights appear! 

How will you envy then the happy fate | | 

Of idiots! and perhaps in vain you Il with 855 

You'ad been as very fools as once you thought 

Others, for the ſublimeſt wiſdom ſcorn d, 

When pointed lightnings from the wrathful Judge 

Shall ſinge your laurels, and the very men 

W ho thought they flew ſo high ſhall fall ſo low. 90 
No more, my Muſe ! of that tremendous thought; 

Reſume thy more delightful theme, and ſing 

Th' immortal man that with immortal verfe , 

| Rivals the hymns of angels, and like them 

Deſpiſes mortal criticks idle rules 9 

' While the celeſtial flame that warms thy foul - 

Inſpires us, and with holy tranſports moves 


6 oe dE a nee 


Dur lab'ring minds, and nobler ſcenes preſents Inf 
Than all the Pagan poets ever fung Kn 
Homer or Virgil, and far ſweeter notes 100 MW Th 
Than Horace ever taught his ſounding ; Wl i Of 
And purer far, tho' Martial's ſelf might ſcem- But 


A. modeſt poet in our Chriſtian days. Sho 
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” | RECOMMENDA TORT POEMS. 39 
May thoſe forgotten and neglected li; 


No more let men be ſond of fabulous gods, x0 ye 


Nor Heathen wit debauch one Chriſtian line, 
While with the coarfe and daubing paint we kids 
The ſhining beauties of eternal Truth, 
That in her native dreſs appears Bs 71:60 
And charms the eyes of angels Oh an 110 
Let ev'ry nobler genius tune his voice | | 
To ſubjects worthy of their tow'ring thoughts: A 
Let Heav'nand Anna then your tuneful art 
Improve, and conſecrate your deathleſs lays ': 41 | 
* him ne _— nn _y _— apr , 
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3 W ſeraphs hence har charming orc, 5 
That flame, that foul; which animates each line, 
And how it runs with ſuch a graceful eaſe, 
Loaded with pond'rous ſenſe ? Say, did not he, 

The lovely Jeſus, who commands thy breaſt; 5 
Inſpire thee with himſelf? With Jeſus dwells, ; 
Knit in myſterious bands, the Paraclete, 


The breath-of God, the everlaſting ſourcte 
Of love: and what is love in ſouls like thine - | 40 


But air and incenſe to the poet's fire? + IRS. 
Should an expiring ſaint, whoſe Foririning eee alt 
Dy 


av | KECOMMENDATORY FORMS. 


Mingle the images of things about hm | 
But hear the leaſt exalted of thy ſtrains © 55 


How greedily he d drink the mufick in, . 
Thinking his heav'nly convoy waited near! 15 
So great a ſtreſs of pow gs CPD 
Nature, unable longer to ſuſtain, ff TY $6.77 


Would fink oppreſs d with joy n 

Let none henceforth of Providence comphin, 

As if the world of ſpirits lay unknown, 20 
Fenc'd round with black . 4-5 
What tho? no ſhining angel darts from thence 
With leave to publiſh things conceal d from ſenſe? 2 
In language bright as theirs we are here told, | 
When life its narrow round of years hath cola, | 25 
What tis employs the bleſs d, what make their bliſs; 


Songs ſuch as Watts's are, and love like his. 


Blut then, dear Sir, be cautious how you cog 
To tranſports ſo interifely rais'd your «re q 

Leſt whilſt th ecſtatick impulſe you obey 

The ſoul leap out and e duller clay. - — 


Sept. 4. 1706. . 85 bas of [RENRY onovr. 


7. Dr. Wa atts on n the lis edition of bis Hors 8 


E Verſe! accept the lays. 
Of a young bard chat dares antempe hy priſe 
| bene el auen. en emen * 
Ne to the bays, nor equal ta the ſong, 0 


25 


5 


4 


Where 


Fir d with the growing glojes of thy fam 4 
Joins all her po rs to celebrate thy ame. ils haA 
No nilgar menen chy pious Muſexrigdge) 7. 7 | 
CCRT 02694 1 ban 

1 | amm th es; $644.36 ; 
youriſezis 10 
Whoſe juſt applauſes charm tho eevivded graves,” i 
And Addiſon thyrtarigfalſorg upprovescns! 7 if 


For ev ry grace of ey ev'sy: b 

Milton, immortal bard! divii Wap bias, 3 29 5 

Condudshie fav'rite tö tlie ee ie, | 

hael's lyre —— 

Delighted chervbs liſt' ning to the ſongs © | 

From bliſs to bliſs the happy beings rove, © 20 

And taſte the ſweets of muſick and ot log e 

But when the ſofter ſcenes of life you paint, 

And join the beauteous virgin to the ſaint, | 

When you deſcribe how few the happy pairs 

Whoſe hearts united ſoften all their cares, 25 

We ſee to whom the ſweeteſt joys belong, | 

And Myra's beanties conſecrate your 3 

Fain the unnumber d graces I would tell, 

And on the pleaſing theme for ever dwell, 

But the Muſe faints, unequal to the flight, - 30 

And e en e nn ri wonder and delight. 
N 1 „„ 
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When tombs of prinees ſhall in ruins lie, 1 
And all but heav n; born Piety ſhall die, 185 tis Erie 8 

When the laſt trumpet wakes the ſilent 366M 

And each laſcivious poet hides his head, 2 * 

With thee ſhall thy divine Urania riſe, 178-704 

Crown'd with freſh laurels to thy native ſhoes, bat. 
Great Howe and Gouge ſhall hail thee on thy way, 
And welcome thee to the bright realms of day, 
pt thy tuneful notes to heav'nlyfrings, - 40 
Pings 
098 Sh ſpree, 51M K eee e 
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